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Dear Parents, 

We are now approaching the half-term break after a very productive start to 2026 and
there has certainly been plenty going on in all of the classes.

Please do read the class round-ups that accompany this newsletter. They give you a
valuable insight into what your children have been learning this term and they also
provide a valuable resource for starting conversations with your children. If you share
them with your children, try asking some open questions such as:
“ Tell me more about the ……”
“ What did you find out when you made…..”
It is amazing what you will learn, when you ask the right questions.

Likewise, each half term we send out the curriculum that your children will be accessing .
Please take a look and see where you could dovetail in some trips or books that would fit
with these. Or again, just familiarise yourselves with what they will be doing so that you
can ask a question that may elicit a response to your questions about what they have
learnt today, which is more than a one word answer! 

Permission Slips
We are trialling a move away from paper permission slips for trips and events, switching
instead to online forms. We hope this will improve communication (no more lost letters
or crumpled slips at the bottom of rucksacks!) as well as reduce our carbon footprint.

If you would still prefer to receive hard-copy letters and paper permission slips, please let
the school office know. Thank you in advance for your support with this change.

School Dinners
Please be assured that we are listening carefully to feedback regarding recent changes to
school dinners and are working closely with our catering team to make improvements.
Portion sizes have already improved and children have taken part in a survey to share
their honest feedback.

End of Term Awards
We have made the decision to award our special Bentley and Thorngate awards at the
end of each full term. With smaller class sizes, we often see children receiving these
awards more than once in an academic year and it is important that these awards carry
value. 

We hope you have a lovely half term.

Lucy Macey
 

and all the staff 
at West Tytherley Primary School
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Upcoming School Events

World Book Day
Thursday 5  Marchth

Red Nose Day
Friday 20  Marchth

“Break the Rules”
Here’s how it works: for each rule your child chooses to break from the list below, they will be asked to pay a
50p fine. The more rules they break, the more we raise! If children manage to break all 10 rules, they will owe
£5.00! 
The rules they can choose to break are: 
1.No makeup or face paint 
2.No nail varnish 
3.No crazy hair 
4.No temporary tattoos 
5.No hats 
6.No odd socks or crazy tights 
7.No superheroes or fancy dress 
8.No football, rugby, or other sports shirts/hats/jumpers 
9.No odd shoes 
10. You MUST wear school uniform 

Funniest Photo Competition
We would like all children to bring in their funniest, silliest photo! The photo could be of your child (with their
family or friends) or a pet doing something silly! All photos will be displayed and there will be a prize for the
funniest!
Photos can be emailed to the school office ahead of the date if required.

Book Character Dress-up

Year R: Fairytale Favourites
Year 1/2: Curious Adventurers
Year 3/4: Series Stars
Year 5/6: Courageous Heroes and Heroines

Wooden Spoon 

Your child has been given a wooden spoon. We would like them to decorate it as their favourite book
character. Children may use paint, pens, fabric, paper, wool, or any other craft materials they choose. This
activity is designed to encourage a love of reading while allowing children to be creative and imaginative. We
are encouraging children to think outside the box, and we cannot wait to see their inventive and original
creations. Please ensure the decorated spoon is brought into school on World Book Day where all designs will
be proudly displayed as part of our celebrations.



In January, we took four super
spellers to “The Big Spell”: a cluster
schools event hosted by Stockbridge
Primary School.

Alfie, Fraser, Skye and Zara had a
fantastic time making new friends
and tackling exciting rounds
including “Speed Spell”, “Word Duel”
and “Hangman”.

The children worked brilliantly in their
mixed-school teams using their
spelling, vocabulary and rule
knowledge to rack up points!

This fun event showed that spelling
doesn’t have to be serious!

Forest Clearing Working Party

The Big Spell! 

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us to make our forest
area a safe, usable space.

Your time, energy and hard work will make a real difference.

Thanks to the work completed by our volunteers, we can further
extend our outdoor learning provision, giving even more
opportunities for learning and exploration in nature.



Wear Your SCARF Day
We were delighted to take part in our annual Wear Your SCARF Day as part of Children’s Mental Health
Week. This year’s theme, “This is My Place,” gave us a wonderful opportunity to reflect on what makes
West Tytherley such a special place to learn and grow.

Throughout the day, we celebrated our SCARF values, which promote children’s health, wellbeing and
positive mental health. SCARF reminds us about Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience and Friendship;
values that help us feel happy, confident and supported in school.

We took part in a range of activities all about belonging and feeling safe at West Tytherley. Through
discussions, we shared what makes our school feel like our place. The children spoke thoughtfully about
friendships, trusted adults, safe spaces and how we look after one another.

We decorated scarves and reflected on what makes us unique and where we feel safest. We wrote
postcards to our friends and family from our “happy places” and even created small rooms to represent
them. The scarves will be proudly displayed in the school’s communal area around a mirror for all to see; a
colourful reminder that everyone at West Tytherley matters.

By the end of the day, it was clear that all children know they belong, feel safe, and know who they can go
to when they need help. We were proud to share our learning during celebration assembly and to see so
many children and staff wearing their scarves in support of children’s mental health.

P.E Champions
Swimming outside is one of my absolute favourite things to do. There’s just something about being in open
water that feels completely different from a pool. It gives me such a rush of dopamine, freedom and pure joy.
It’s good for my body too. Swimming builds strength, improves fitness, and clears my head in a way nothing
else does. The cold water wakes me up, boosts my mood, and leaves me feeling proud and energised
afterwards.
I’ve even bought a new swimming suit to use at Easter, which makes it even more exciting. I can’t wait to get
back into the water and feel that amazing sense of freedom again.

Mrs Macey



Bag2School PTA Fundraiser!
A huge thank you to everyone who supported
our Bag2School Fundraiser. We are delighted to
confirm that we raised a total of £95.40.
Chestnut were the winning class, collecting a
grand total of 116kg and enjoyed their prize of
a non-uniform day!

Vegetable Garden and Greenhouse Project
We’re excited to share that we are revitalising our vegetable garden and greenhouse so it can be
used during lessons as part of the curriculum, supporting learning about sustainability and healthy
living, and caring for the environment.

We would love parents and families to join us for our first working party to help prepare the garden
and to support future dates throughout the year if you are able.

If you would like to get involved in any way, please email schoolveggarden@gmail.com

Thank you in advance for your help; it is hugely appreciated!

Saturday 7  Marchth

2.00pm

Beech Class: Village History Walk
Beech Class enjoyed a welly
walk around the village.
They noticed different
buildings, spotting their
features and discussing
which were old and which
were more modern!

We are so lucky to have our
school in such a beautiful
village, full of character and
history!



Weekly Awards
Friday 9th January

Beech Toby For great counting and making numbers to 20!

Chestnut Frances For showing lovely enthusiasm for coming back to school!

Willow Summer
For using fabulous adjectives and a range of prepositions to

describe a winter scene.

Oak Ophelia
For her beautiful sentences in English when describing a

Bowtruckle and Niffler.

Friday 16  Januaryth

Beech Primrose
For excellent testing of materials, designing and building a

floating boat.

Chestnut India For challenging herself in her writing.

Willow Holly
For incredible dancing and listening in our session with

Integr8 Dance!

Oak Munro
For engaging in his lessons and actively contributing to class

discussions.

Friday 23rd January

Beech Henry For your amazing phonics and beautiful, neat handwriting!

Chestnut Theodore P-B
For showing excellent engagement in phonics and reading

groups.

Willow Tima
For writing a thoughtful diary entry in character with

descriptive language.

Oak George For writing an engaging, persuasive letter in English.



Friday 30th January

Beech Jesse
For his fabulous independent writing this week based on the

Three Little Pigs.

Chestnut Florence
For fantastic use of similes and encouraging language in her

English work.

Willow Skye
For working collaboratively when composing with Samba

rhythms.

Oak Elijah For a positive attitude towards his learning.

Friday 6  Februaryth

Beech Toby
For using a range of joining techniques to make a fabulous

model house.

Chestnut Kaspar For being a motivated and independent learner!

Willow Alfie
For demonstrating creativity and determination when
creating a monogram print of an endangered animal.

Oak Zac
For his excellent work in History producing a summary on

the Mayan Civilisation. 

Thursday 12  Februaryth

Beech Phoebe
For her excellent progress with her phonics sounds and

blending to read.

Chestnut Arthur G
For increased independence in writing and improved attitude

to learning!

Willow Edward For showing perseverance when using column subtraction.

Oak Edward
For his carefully decorated, beautiful clay work based on

Beatrix Milhazes work!



Thought for the Week

Thorngate Village Care Group
Our local support network of volunteers are ready to help, all DBS checked, insured and ready, willing and able to help
in so many ways – lifts to medical and other appointments, prescription and shopping collection, other support, e.g.,
form filling, phone calls, etc.
 
The Care Group is affiliated to the Good Neighbours Network and covers Lockerley, East Dean, East and West
Tytherley and the Hampshire residents of West Dean.
 
For requests for help, please contact any coordinator:
Lockerley/East Dean - Diana 07464 956759 or Liz 340993
Tytherleys - Barbara 341672, Julie 340850, or Lucia 07799 561029

Lent (a time of preparation before Easter) starts next week on Ash Wednesday – during Half
Term. Whatever you decide to give up, or take on, in Lent then we can pray: 

God our Father, be with us as we begin our journey through Lent. Help us to grow closer to You
during this special holy season. Help us to do Your will each day. Help us to work together to

share what we have so that everyone has what they need. Help us to build a better world where
each of us can become the best person we can be. Amen.

Vicar James



NHS and Healthcare



School Uniform
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